The agonist-antagonist balance in positive selection.
Peptide antigens expressed in the thymus, in combination with self major histocompatibility complex molecules play a crucial role in thymocyte selection and shaping of the mature T-cell repertoire. Here, it is proposed that a single thymocyte may be exposed to numerous different peptide ligands as it matures, such that its fate is determined by the sum of signals produced by these interactions.